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From Residents of Shorne 

Near Gravesend, Kent. 

 

2nd January 2018 

 

Kent County Council Highways 

Invicta House,  

Maidstone,  

ME14 1XX 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Speed Limits and Traffic Calming in The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane, Shorne 

Residents from Shorne near Gravesend have gathered 228 signatures to petition Kent County Council 

to extend the 30 mph speed limit in The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane, Shorne, and to install traffic 

calming measures throughout the extended 30 mph zone, in an effort to make the road safer for 

residents, pedestrians, and other road users.   

Specifically, we are calling for: 

1. The 30 mph speed limit in The Ridgeway to be extended by at least 100 metres towards Brewers 

Road, so that traffic has the opportunity to slow down before entering the main residential area.   

Ideally, the 30 mph speed limit should be extended by 250 metres, to its junction with Brewers 

Road and Woodlands Lane.  This would slow traffic passing the entrance to Puckle Hill, and make 

it safer for the pedestrians, runners, cyclists, and horse riders who frequently use this area. 

2. The 30 mph limit in Pear Tree Lane to be extended to its junction with the A226 Gravesend Road. 

3. A physical carriageway restriction in The Ridgeway, immediately before entering the residential 

area from the direction of Brewers Road, which requires traffic entering the village to slow down 

and give way to traffic travelling in the opposite direction.  This restriction could be similar to the 

type installed in Thong and other villages in Kent. 

4.  “Please drive carefully through the village” signs to be installed at each end of the extended 30 

mph zone, with “Thank you for driving carefully” signs for traffic leaving the 30 mph zone. 

5. “30” circles printed at regular intervals on the carriageway throughout the extended 30 mph 

zone, to act as a reminder to traffic travelling through The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane. 

‘Crash Map’ has recorded 6 injury-accidents in The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane in the 3 years up to 
30 June 2017, involving 12 vehicles and 8 casualties (see attachment 1).  It is well known locally that 
there are numerous other minor, unrecorded accidents and near misses along this stretch of road.  
Tragically, a fatal accident involving a cyclist occurred in Pear Tree Lane on 24th October 2017.  
Something must be done to reduce the frequency and severity of accidents on this stretch of road. 

It is important to understand that Brewers Road, The Ridgeway, and Pear Tree Lane are in effect one 

single 3 km road linking the A2 to the south-west, and the A226 at Higham to the north-east.  Brewers 

Road and the first 250 metres of The Ridgeway is subject to a 40 mph limit, which drops to 30mph 
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immediately upon entering the village of Shorne Ridgeway.  The 30 mph limit continues through The 

Ridgeway and into Pear Tree Lane for approximately 600m, where the 30 mph speed limit ends and 

the national speed limit applies for the remaining 1200m until Pear Tree Lane meets the A226 at traffic 

lights.  The existing speed limits are shown in attachment 2. 

The Ridgeway 

The Ridgeway is the 600 metre section of the road, consisting of approximately 50 residential cottages 

and houses, linking Brewers Road to Pear Tree Lane. The Ridgeway encompasses the full length of 

Chestnut Green conservation area.  Approximately 500 metres of The Ridgeway has no pavement on 

either side of the carriageway, and a number of cottages have front doors which open directly onto 

the highway.  In addition to this, Shorne Recreation Ground is accessed from The Ridgeway. 

The first 250 metres of The Ridgeway from Brewers Road is subject to a 40 mph speed limit which 

extends right up to the very edge of the main residential area before it drops to 30 mph, which means 

that many vehicles are still exceeding the speed limit when they enter the 30mph zone.  3 years ago, 

an interactive “30mph” sign was installed at the beginning of the 30mph zone in an attempt to calm 

traffic entering the residential area, but this has met with limited success.  ‘Speedwatch’ exercises 

indicate that approximately 12% to 13% (1 in 8) of vehicles using The Ridgeway still exceed the speed 

limit by more than 10% plus 2mph, as well as many others which exceed the speed limit by a lesser 

amount. 

Pear Tree Lane 

Pear Tree Lane is a continuation of The Ridgeway, from ‘The See Ho’ public house at the junction of 

Bowesden Lane to where it meets the A226 at traffic lights.  From The Ridgeway, the first 580 metres 

of Pear Tree Lane, which consists of a public house, a farm entrance, and 27 residential properties, is 

subject to a 30mph limit.  However, immediately beyond “The Willows”, the 30 mph ends and the 

national speed limit applies for the remaining 1.2km, until it reaches a traffic-light controlled junction 

with the A226, which incidentally is subject to a 40 mph limit. 

For much of this 1.2km, Pear Tree Lane is narrow, with blind bends and hills.  There are 28 properties 

along this stretch, many with concealed entrances.  There are no footways – pedestrians have to walk 

in the road, with few refuges.  Non-recorded accidents, incidents, and near misses occur frequently.  

It is scarcely conceivable that vehicles are legally permitted to travel at up to 60 mph along this stretch 

of the road. 

Summary of Safety Hazards 

 The Ridgeway is in a conservation area, with approximately 50 residential properties. 

 500 metres of The Ridgeway has no footways, with properties opening directly onto the road. 

 At least 1 in 8 vehicles exceed the 30 mph speed limit in The Ridgeway by more than 5 mph. 

 Pear Tree Lane has approximately 55 residential properties, many with concealed entrances. 

 There are no footways on either side of the road, and few refuges. 

 Approximately 1.2km of Pear Tree Lane is subject to the national speed limit (up to 60 mph). 

 6 injury RTAs have been recorded in The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane in the past 3 years. 

 There are numerous unrecorded minor accidents and near misses. 

 A fatal RTA involving a cyclist occurred in Pear Tree Lane on 24th October 2017. 
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In addition to hazards faced by pedestrians, cyclists, and horse-riders, many residents in The Ridgeway 

and Pear Tree Lane are concerned about the difficulties and hazards experienced when pulling out of 

their driveways into the fast-moving traffic.  These concerns are shared by residents of Shorne who 

have to pull out of Bowesden Lane and Tanyard Hill to join The Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane.  Longer 

term residents feel that not only have traffic volumes increased over the past decade, but also the 

proportion of vehicles speeding as well as their actual speeds.  It is only a matter of time before there 

will be another serious accident on this stretch of road. 

Our local Parish Council representatives are supportive of extending the 30 mph limits and 

implementing traffic calming measures, and have agreed to act as our representatives in this matter.  

Our Kent County Council representative Bryan Sweetland has also expressed his support. 

We therefore formally request Kent County Council to act on our request as a matter of priority.  The 

traffic calming safety measures itemised above are the minimum which we believe to be necessary.  

We appreciate that Kent County Council’s Highways Department has its own experienced experts who 

may be able to improve on these proposals.  We would therefore welcome the opportunity to discuss 

these with you and with KCC’s experts. 

Nevertheless, the safety hazards are very real, and it is essential that funds are found to carry out the 
necessary traffic calming and speed restrictions.   The volume of signatures obtained is a clear 
indication of the level of support and the strength of feeling for these measures, and is one which 
cannot be ignored. 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

Yours sincerely 

Barbara Millatt 
Barbara Millatt 

Furzebank, Pear Tree Lane, Shorne, Gravesend, DA12 3JX. 

On behalf of Richard Moore, Carol Chevis, Ruth Hensman, Nick Lance, and over 200 residents of 

Shorne. 

Cc: Bob Lane (Parish Councillor) 

 Pauline Clifton (Parish Councillor) 

 

Attachment 1: Crash Map Data 

Attachment 2: Existing Speed Limits 

Attachment 3: Traffic Calming and Extended 30 mph Limit 

Attachment 4: Example of Give Way Carriageway Restriction 

Attachment 5: Petition 

 


